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Definition
Open educational resources (OER):
Teaching, learning, and research materials that are either
(a) in the public domain, or
(b) licensed in a manner that provides everyone with free and perpetual
permission to engage in the 5R activities.

The 5 Rs:
• Retain – make, own, and control a copy of the resource
• Reuse – use your original, revised, or remixed copy of the resource
publicly
• Revise – edit, adapt, and modify your copy of the resource
• Remix – combine your original or revised copy of the resource with
other existing material to create something new
• Redistribute – share copies of your original, revised, or remixed copy
of the resource with others

For students, faculty and librarians, OER is:

•
•
•
•

Dynamic
Accessible
Affordable
Equitable

Where to Find OER
 OER Commons: Started in 2007 by the Institute for the Study of Knowledge
Management in Education (ISKME), “ISKME is an independent, education
nonprofit whose mission is to improve the practice of continuous learning,
collaboration, and change in the education sector.” (From ISKME.org)

 MERLOT: MERLOT is a community of staff, volunteers, and members who
work together in various ways to provide users of OER (Open Educational Resource)
teaching and learning materials with a wealth of services and functions that can
enhance their instructional experience.

 OASIS: OER database produced by Milne Library at SUNY Geneseo in
consultation with SUNY Open OER.

OER Repositories
• Search across multiple collections at once.
• Search by keyword, and/or education level and/or subject
area.
• Search for all types of learning content (not just textbooks)
• Use advanced searching and limiters for more precision and
control
• Provides comprehensive information about the resource
including usage rights, user reviews, evaluation tools, etc.

Where to Find OER:

Open Educational Resources Touro LibGuides:
https://libguides.tourolib.org/
https://libguides.tourolib.org/OER
Contains:

•
•
•
•
•
•

OER Repositories & Collections
Open Courses
Other Web Resources
More about Open Touro
More on the Creative Commons licenses
Open Textbooks at Touro

OER Mythbusting

Myth: Open simply means free.

Fact: Open means the
permission to freely download,
edit, and share materials to
better serve all students.

OER Mythbusting

Myth: All OER are digital.

Fact: OER take many formats,
including print, digital, audio,
and more.

OER Mythbusting

Myth: “You get what you pay for.”

Fact: OER can be produced to
the same quality standards as
traditional textbooks.

OER Mythbusting

Myth: Copyright for OER is complicated

Fact: Open licensing makes
OER easy to freely and legally
use.

OER Mythbusting

Myth: My institution is not ready for
OER.

Fact: Any institution can start
with small steps toward OER
that make an impact for
students.
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